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the troublesome Syrian states. There were in-
deed no other undertakings which he might rea-
sonably hope to accomplish which it would be
wise to begin.

The works of peace in Sargon's reign were as
briliaut as his campaigns had been. He was not
content merely with the repairing of palaces and
temples, or even with their rebuilding, as were
most of the Assyrian kings who were before him.
He undertook the colossal task of founding a new
city which should bear his own name, Dur-Shar-
rukin(Sargon's-burg). Here he erected a vast palace,
which must have occupied years in the building.
Its walls were covered on the inside with magnifi-
cent inscriptions recounting the great deeds of his
reign. These were so admirable in their execution
as to give us a strong impression of the artistic
skill of the age which Sargon had made a con-
quering age. In 707 the palace was finished and
the city ready for the entrance of the gods who
were to transform it from a vast and beautiful
pile of bricks into a real place of residence. Up
to this time the king had resided in Calah. In 706
he entered his new city, but his enjoyment of its
magnificence was very brief. A broken fragment
of an Eponym List gives us some hints of events
in the days immediately preceding his death, but
they are too badly preserved to allow us to be in
any way clear as to their meaning/ Sargon died
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